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Justices refuse ‘Dreamers’ case 
Decision means high court won’t intervene 
until lower courts rule first. — National, 3A 


Walton Arena farewell 
Seniors for Hogs say time is up 


too quickly. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Alwin Chen, 18, a high 
school honor student in 
Clarksburg, Md., arrested for 
bringing a loaded handgun 
to school, told investigators 
he regularly kept the weapon 
hidden in a backpack or in a 
holster under his shirt to pro- 
tect himself and classmates 
from a possible mass shooter. 


E Will Akin, a sheriff’s 
captain in Clay County, Mo., 
agreed it “might be comical” 
but still was “very danger- 
ous” for a naked man, who 
was later arrested, to flee 
on an all-terrain vehicle and 
drive the wrong way on an 
interstate in Kansas City. 


E Doris Wasden of West 
Valley City, Utah, who'll cel- 
ebrate her 100th birthday in 
a week, told an armed in- 
truder, “I just had this house 
cleaned for my party and 
you're messing it up. You bet- 
ter knock it off,” just before 
he fled her home and was 
arrested, a family friend said. 


E Yazid Al Fayyad Finn, 
indicted after authorities 
said he tried to steal nearly 
200 pounds of counterfeit 
Xanax pills being smuggled 
on a sled from Canada into 
Vermont, told federal agents 
that stealing the pills would 
be “like hitting the lottery.” 


Abraham Steinfeld of 
Lakewood, NJ., ticketed for 
driving 78 mph in a 50 mph 
zone while rushing his preg- 
nant wife to the hospital, 
pleaded guilty to a lesser 
offense and will pay $92 in 
fines and court fees, his at- 
torney said. 


E Alan Chow, 36, of Oak- 
land, Calif., described as a 
“well prepared” hiker who 
stayed in one place until help 
arrived, was found in good 
health after spending six days 
lost in the icy backcountry of 
Yosemite National Park on 
what was supposed to be an 
overnight hike, officials said. 


E Mohammed Kamal 
Hussain, 28, of London was 
found guilty of encouraging 
terrorism and sentenced to 
seven years in prison in an 
investigation that began with 
a complaint about a Face- 
book message he sent urg- 
ing another man to join the 
Islamic State group. 

E Tyler DeAngelo, a po- 
lice officer in Groton, Conn., 
hung on for about a mile 
as he struggled with a driv- 
er who sped away from a 
traffic stop with DeAngelo 
hanging partially out of the 
car before he suffered minor 
injuries when he fell from the 
car onto the roadway. 

E Joe DiPonio, a Michigan 
school superintendent, said 
he officially granted Ruth 
Frezza, 98, a high school di- 
ploma from the Lake Shore 
High School class of 1938 af- 
ter learning she left school 
to help raise five younger 
siblings, saying “she kind of 
took one for the team” to 
help her parents. 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly sunny with 
increasing clouds bringing 
showers in the 
afternoon. 
High 63. 
Tonight The 
chance for 
showers and 
thunderstorms will increase 
overnight. 

Low 56. 
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Gov. Rick Scott of Florida walks off after speaking about school safety during a meeting with President 
Donald Trump and members of the National Governors Association in the State Dining Room of the 
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White House on Monday in Washington. 
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Trump vows 
to eliminate 


‘bump stocks’ 


Don’t be ‘afraid’ of NRA, 
president tells governors 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump said 
on Monday that he will take 
action to end the sale of so- 
called “bump stocks” rather 
than wait to see if Congress 
does so. 

Congress should act, he 
said, but added: “I don’t care 
if Congress does it. I’m writ- 
ing it out myself, OK?” 

“Were getting rid of it,” 
he said. “You put it into 
the machine-gun category, 
which is what it is.” 

Trump’s comments about 
the devices that can turn le- 
gal semi-automatic long guns 


into virtual machine guns 
came in remarks to a group 
of governors gathered at the 
White House. He had said 
their top priority would be to 
discuss school security after 
the Feb. 14 school shooting 
in Parkland, Fla., which left 
17 dead. 

The Parkland shooter ap- 
parently didn’t use a bump 
stock, but the shooter who 
killed 58 concertgoers in 
Las Vegas in October did. 
At that time Trump had said 
he could support regulations 
against bump stocks, but his 
administration took no ac- 
tion. The Bureau of Alcohol, 

See TRUMP, Page 2A 


Net sales hiccup 
dogs Walmart 


Slower growth sapped stock 


ROBBIE NEISWANGER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Walmart Inc. hit a speed 
bump last year in building 
an e-commerce business ca- 
pable of keeping pace with 
online giant Amazon.com. 

The Bentonville compa- 
ny reported slower U.S. on- 
line sales growth during the 
Christmas shopping season 
and was punished by inves- 
tors. The stock price tum- 
bled 10 percent during trad- 
ing Feb. 20, then fell another 
3 percent the next day before 
the slide ended. 


The hiccup halted mo- 
mentum Walmart had built 
over the past 18 months after 
acquiring Jet.com and plac- 
ing its founder, Marc Lore, 
in charge of the company’s 
U.S. e-commerce business. 
The struggles led to a news 
report last week that Lore 
was considering his depar- 
ture from the company. He 
told CNBC on Friday he was 
“absolutely not” leaving. 

Walmart’s online busi- 
ness, which produced about 
$11.5 billion in sales for the 

See WALMART, Page 6A 


Trade Center bombing remembered 


= =| 
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Roses are placed on the 9/11 Memorial during the 25th anni- 
versary ceremony to commemorate the six victims of the Feb. 
26, 1993, World Trade Center bombing, on Monday in New York. 


Putin orders daily pauses in Syrian siege 


Corridor would let civilians flee enclave near Damascus; U.N. cease-fire a failure 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

Russia said Monday that 
it would enforce a daily, five- 
hour truce for a rebel-held 
enclave outside Damascus, 
after Syrian government forc- 
es allied with Russia killed 
more than 500 people there 
over the previous week. 

A United Nations cease- 
fire has failed to take hold in 
eastern Ghouta, and airstrikes 
continued and Syrian ground 


SYRIA BEGINS rebuilding even as 


ruination persists. Page 4A. 


forces fought to push into the 
besieged area from the west. 

Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin ordered a “hu- 
manitarian pause” in eastern 
Ghouta from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Syria time to “avoid civilian 
casualties,” the Interfax news 
agency reported, quoting De- 
fense Minister Sergei Shoigu. 
The pause would allow for 


At least 3 issues make 


extra-session deadline 
ATVs, alcohol, Rx recompense get by 


JOHN MORITZ 
AND 
EMILY WALKENHORST 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Lawmakers on Monday 
finished drawing up bills 
they hope to have considered 
during an expected in-and- 
out special session to be held 
later this spring. 

Drafts of at least three 
pieces of legislation — deal- 
ing with all-terrain vehicles, 
open-container prohibitions 
and pharmacy benefit man- 
agers — were submitted by 
the deadline set by legislative 
leaders, lawmakers said. 

Notably absent from the 
trio of bills was any legisla- 
tion dealing with guns, and 
backers of measures related 
to campus carry said Mon- 
day that they would try other 
options for having their pro- 
posals heard. 


Meanwhile, some legisla- 
tors were reportedly looking 
for a means of addressing 
the Arkansas Department of 
Environmental Quality’s re- 
jection of C&H Hog Farms’ 
application for a new per- 
mit, though it was unclear 
whether they had come up 
with a proposal to do so by 
Monday’s deadline for draft 
legislation. 

The governor and legis- 
lative leaders have sought to 
ensure that a special session 
held at the end of the on- 
going fiscal session will be 
compact by avoiding compli- 
cated issues that are likely to 
spawn lengthy debates. 

Sponsors of any propos- 
als for the session are ex- 
pected to gather signatures 
from two-thirds of members 
ahead of time to show that 

See SESSION, Page 7A 


civilians to evacuate the be- 
sieged suburb via a “human- 
itarian corridor,” he said, 
adding that the temporary 
cease-fire would begin today. 

But similar pauses in 
fighting across Syria have 
had varying degrees of suc- 
cess during the country’s civ- 
il war. And Russia’s support 
for President Bashar Assad, 
whose forces have pummeled 
civilians, has raised questions 
about the viability of the plan. 

Civilians caught in the vio- 


West Virginia teachers’ walkout 


lence mocked Putin’s order of 
a five-hour daily truce. 

“Tt is like legitimizing the 
strikes on civilians,” said ac- 
tivist Firas Abdullah, a resi- 
dent of Douma, a town in the 
region where at least 13 mem- 
bers of a family were killed 
Monday when their home 
collapsed after an airstrike. 

“They will be so kind to 
grant us a mere five hours 
when they will not bomb 
us. Then the rest of the day, 

See SYRIA, Page 6A 


2 filers 
seeking 
top post 


in state 


Also, Crawford 


up for new term 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Gun range owner Jan 
Morgan of Hot Springs on 
Monday filed to challenge 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson in the 
Republican primary, and 
Mark West of Batesville 
filed to run for governor as 
a Libertarian candidate in 
the Nov. 6 general election. 

On a light day for can- 
didate filing, Republican 
US. Rep. Rick Crawford of 
Jonesboro also filed paper- 
work to run for re-election, 
on the same day that Liber- 
tarian candidate Elvis Pres- 
ley filed for his bid to oust 
Crawford. 

According to the secre- 
tary of state’s website, 33 
candidates for state and 
federal offices filed at the 
state Capitol on Monday, 
the third day of the filing 
period that runs through 
Thursday. That increased 
the number of candidates 
to 230 for state and federal 
offices in this year’s elec- 


See FILING, Page 7A 


Thousands of West Virginia teachers attend a rally at the state Capitol on Monday in Charleston. 
Teachers across West Virginia continued a walkout over pay and benefits for a third day. Article, 3A 
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